Ten years on
It is ten years since the launch of Nature Genetics. As explained in the inaugural issue, the journal set out to publish studies that explore the link between genome structure and human disease, the genetics of other organisms, reports on new technologies, and the application of research to genetic therapies. It was also argued that genetic research could provide insights into general biology and ventured that genetics might serve to answer some of the grander questions of biology. It was recognized that genetic research raises important social issues, the discussion of which would find a forum in the journal.
Whereas many of the challenges of 1992 remain just as relevant today, a perusal of the papers in the first issue of Nature Genetics attest to the extraordinary pace of genetic research. Ten years ago, Francis Collins wrote that positional cloning was "genetics in its purest form, unadulterated by any influences of biochemistry, cell biology or physiology". At that time, the genetic etiology of 105 diseases had been described; today there are at least 1,788. In the same issue, Bert Vogelstein and colleagues defined the p53 consensus binding sequence and Craig Venter and colleagues published 106 kilobases of complete human genome sequence and stated, "these results indicate that large parts of the genome can be sequenced using a shotgun approach followed by direct sequencing to fill in the gaps".
To provide a historical record of the past ten years of research, Nature Genetics is pleased to announce the publication, later this year, of a volume of reviews. These will chronicle the development of different areas of genetic research, assess the current state of the field, and highlight challenges of the future. In the meantime, Nature Genetics remains committed to serving the genetic community by providing researchers with "a vehicle for the publication of important research". What will be considered important in the next decade? To some extent, more of the same, although supplemented by insights from even more ambitious undertakings in genomics: gene-gene interactions, genetic contributions to complex disease, and systems biology. Grand questions, indeed.
